
Application process for Portfolio Pathway

Consider completion of 
required training/modules in 
employing trust

Pros
	■ Targetted training.
	■ Shorter period to application.

Cons
	■ Trust may not provide all the

modules so may need to rotate/
move around.

	■ Conflict between training and
service.

	■ Educational faculty may not be
familiar with the  portfolio 
pathway process.

Consider joining an RCoA 
recognised Portfolio Pathway 
Programme

Pros
	■ Comprehensive.
	■ Unlikely to require movement/

rotation to multiple centres.
	■ Experienced educational Faculty

familiar with the portfolio pathway 
process.

	■ Likely to have quality assurance in
place.

Cons
	■ Competetitive entry.
	■ May include a move to another

region/centre.
	■ Very limited posts.

Require  
further 

training/
experience.

IMGs in  
UK with 
overseas 

qualifications.

Qualified and 
experienced 
but currently 

based abroad.

UK  
graduates, 

previously in 
training.

Applicant opens 
application for 
entry to GMC 

Specialist Register.

Applicant has 24 
months to 
complete 

application/ 
upload evidence.

Applicant  
submits  

evidence 
to GMC.

GMC undertake 
initial triage of 

evidence.

GMC assigns a 
specialist advisor  

to the  
application.

If not appealing and not submitting 
a review application applican can 
open a brand new application and 

start the process again.

GMC undertake  
a quality assurance 

& evidence 
verification  

process.

GMC sends the 
application the 
Medical Royal 

College for 
evaluation.

Medical Royal 
College has 36 
days to evaluate 
application and 
submit to GMC.

Applicant can:
	■ Submit a review application within 12 months (with evidence for the

recommendations made from the first application).
	■ Appeal the outcome within 28 days if they feel it is incorrect.

GMC issues  
final decision.

Approve 
Applicant’s name is 

added onto the 
Specialist Register.

Reject 
GMC advises applicant  
of decision with a set of 
recommendations on 

how to meet the required 
standards.

Complete  
the GMC’s  

route finder to  
determine  
eligibility.  

Eligible to  
submit a  
portfolio  
pathway 

application. 

3 month legal deadline

https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-our-registers/registration-applications/application-registration

